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The state of the international society is at a turning point, as evidenced by the
worsening global climate change and the prolonged invasion of Ukraine. The social and economic
landscape is changing dramatically with the advancement of digitalization and DX.

In these trends, it is more important than ever for Japan to actively engage in
intellectual property activities to achieve new economic growth driven by scientific technology
and innovation.

According to the Japan Patent Administration Annual Report (2024 edition), the
number of patent applications filed with the Japan Patent Office has been flat since 2020.
However, in 2023, it increased by 3.6% over the previous year to 300,133. High expectations are
placed on the business growth of startups and small and medium-sized enterprises, which account
for 99.7% of the 3.38 million Japanese companies, and on the intellectual property activities of
companies, universities, and other organizations that follow an open-and-close strategy.
According to the status of patent examination at the Japan Patent Office, the “time to first
examination notice” and “time to grant of right” are 9.4 months and 13.8 months, respectively. It
indicates that the time to grant rights has been significantly shortened and that the examination
result is currently the fastest in the world. Therefore, strategic and effective use of the examination
results is also highly expected.

Furthermore, as we move toward global economic growth, the damage caused by
counterfeit products on the Internet has become increasingly complex and widespread in recent
years due to the increasing sophistication of transactions and tactics. Therefore, measures to
combat counterfeit products by intellectual property rights, both domestically and internationally,
are essential for stable and sustainable economic growth.

Under these circumstances, the Towa International Patent Office will make unceasing
efforts based on our creed of ”15 Articles for Intellectual Property Management”. We are
celebrating our 55th anniversary. Thank you for your cooperation.



