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One of the primary purposes for companies to acquire intellectual property rights is to
combat counterfeit products and enforce their rights. Needless to say, the globalization of business
and the opening of technology have increased the risk of counterfeit products in all markets.

Therefore, in this issue, we have decided to go back to the starting point of the raison
d’étre of intellectual property rights and set our sights on “anti-counterfeiting and enforcement of
intellectual property rights,” and invited intellectual property experts from around the world to
contribute essays from various perspectives.

The specific themes of the essays were : “Legal systems and actual operation of anti-
counterfeiting measures in each country and region,” “Actual distribution of counterfeit products
in online sales and crackdowns,” “Customs border control,” and “Challenges and measures due to
the intangible nature of digital products” in relation to anti-counterfeiting measures ; and
“Examples of enforcement of rights in each country and region and analysis of precedents” in
relation to enforcement of rights. In the area of patent enforcement, the topics include “Examples
of patent enforcement in various countries and regions and analysis of precedents,” “International
trends and disputes over SEPs (Standard Essential Patents),” “Issues of patent enforcement in new
technology fields such as Al,” and “Recent Trends in Calculation of Damages,” etc. The topics
are discussed widely and in depth.

While counterfeit products and enforcement of rights are becoming increasingly
complex, there is a strong need for companies to properly protect and utilize their intellectual
property rights. We hope that this issue will be useful to practitioners and researchers in the field
of intellectual property through the contributions of the latest information and practical

suggestions in this area.



