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The German customs authorities use advanced risk management systems to prevent
counterfeit goods from entering the country. These systems combine cutting-edge technology,

data analysis, and targeted inspections to identify and intercept suspicious shipments.

Key Elements :
1. Data Analysis and Profiling : Customs create risk profiles using historical data and
factors like origin, type of goods, and shipping routes. Algorithms and Al analyze large
datasets in real time, detecting patterns of counterfeiting and enabling efficient identification
of suspicious shipments.
2. Automated Systems: Shipments are automatically assessed upon arrival with
systems like the Automated Import System (AIS), which evaluates risks based on predefined
profiles before goods arrive, enabling proactive, targeted inspections.
3. Targeted Inspections: Based on risk assessments, customs perform targeted
inspections, using X-rays to examine packages without opening them, thus ensuring
efficiency and minimizing damage to legitimate goods. Collaboration with other agencies
improves information sharing and joint efforts against counterfeiting.
4. Intelligence from Rights Holders : Collaboration with brand and other IP rights
owners provides customs with detailed counterfeit data, integrated into risk management
systems. These systems adapt in real-time to new threats, staying effective against evolving
counterfeiting methods.
5. Post-Controls and Audits : Random post-controls verify shipment authenticity even
after clearance. This review process feeds back into system improvements, keeping them
effective against new threats.
6. Training and Continuous Improvement : Regular training ensures customs personnel

are skilled in the latest detection techniques, with practical insights used to continuously
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refine the systems.

EU-Wide Implementation :

Similar systems are used across the EU, supported by Regulation (EU) No 608/2013,
empowering customs to control and seize suspicious goods. Shared technologies like the COPIS
system (Counterfeit and Piracy Information System) enable EU countries to exchange information
and improve detection. The EU promotes collaboration and harmonization among member states

to ensure consistent and effective counterfeiting prevention across the region.



