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The European Union Intellectual Property Enforcement Portal (IPEP) is a critical tool
in the fight against the trafficking of counterfeit products, which, as it is known, poses a
significant threat to businesses, consumers, and the broader economy.

The IPEP serves as a gateway for rightsholders, police and customs authorities to
access information, register their rights, and report suspected infringements, thus playing a pivotal
role in maintaining the integrity of the EU market and supporting the legal framework that
underpins intellectual property rights enforcement.

In the European Union to prevent the entry of counterfeit goods in the EU market,
there are two key Regulations to consider.

On the one hand, Regulation (EU) No 608/2013 on customs enforcement of
intellectual property rights which sets out procedures for application for action to determine
whether an Intellectual Property right (IPR) has been infringed and sets out simple procedures to
seize and destroy the counterfeit goods before entering into the EU market, without the need to
initiate legal proceeding before the courts.

Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) protected under this Regulation encompass a broad
range of categories, including trademarks, designs, copyrights, geographical indications, patents,
and more

The Regulation outlines a unified procedure allowing customs authorities to detain
and dispose of infringing goods swiftly. This process is contingent upon the rightsholder’s written
confirmation of the infringement and consent to the goods” destruction. Typically, the declarant or
holder of the goods does not contest the destruction. However, if an objection arises, the
rightsholder is then obliged to pursue a criminal complaint to resolve the infringement issue.

The other key Regulation is Regulation (EU) No 386/2012, entrusting the European
Union of Intellectual Property (EUIPO) with tasks related to the enforcement of intellectual

property rights, including assembling of public and private-sector representatives as a European
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Observatory on infringement of Intellectual Property rights.

On this legal basis, the EU Observatory on IP infringement has developed the EU Intellectual
Property Enforcement Portal (IPEP), which is the tool that allows the management of customs

action procedures in the EU area both by right holders and by customs and police officers.

Through IPEP, right holders and their legal representatives can register and make their portfolio
of IP rights available, as well as all the information they have regarding counterfeit goods, to
customs officials and the police, in addition to activating actions for customs intervention :
Application For Action (AFA).

The main purpose of AFA is to request customs to detain goods found to be suspected of
infringing your IPR in any EU Member State and to provide all the information at hand to detect
these counterfeits goods before entering the EU.

It is precisely the information contained in the right-holder profile on the IP Enforcement Portal
(IPEP) that makes it easier and more efficient for customs authorities and the police to swiftly
distinguish between genuine and counterfeit goods and quickly access relevant data to enforce the
IPR and proceed to the destruction of the counterfeit goods under the simple procedure outlined
before.

Currently, all EU customs and over 30 police forces have access to IPEP, including the EU

agencies Europol, the EU anti-fraud agency OLAF and market surveillance authorities.

It is imperative for rightsholders to be vigilant and proactive in registering their IPRs within the
TPEP to leverage the protections offered by Regulation (EU) No 608/2013 on custom enforcement
of IP rights. By doing so, we can ensure a rapid response to potential infringements and safeguard

intellectual property effectively.



