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In the IP field, the exercise of rights usually refers to any activity that prevents
counterfeiting by taking advantage of one’s IP rights. Some of these include enforcing new IP
rights, exercising rights in less developed countries, and protecting IP by taking advantage of
standard patents.

I do not intend that the above usual exercise of rights is a mistake. However, I believe
that the first exercise of rights is to create the subject matter of the IPR and to show it to the
world. It is also meant to disclose inventions to the world. Nevertheless, only a few IP rights reach
the stage of the usual exercise of rights from there. Therefore, we should listen to the idea of
changing the definition of the term exercise of rights.

As patent attorneys, our important role is to protect intellectual property, and we have
an interest in the subject matter of IPR. We often find ourselves asking of small business
inventions, individual inventions, and government-funded inventions, “Does this make sense?” or
“It would be difficult to make something with this.” And sometimes we feel that we should stop
that application. Let’s rethink and reflect on the term exercise of rights, not the smell of customers’
fees. I, sorry to say, have only once put forth such a suggestion. It was a bitter experience that
made the inventor very angry and difficult to deal with. However, the fact that the inventor
ultimately did not apply is my contribution.

In other words, when I recall the term exercise of rights, I strongly suggest, “Don’t file
an application that you can’t manufacture!” Of course, a patent itself has the same significance as
a paper, and if we do not know what will happen to that patent in the future, then another way of
thinking is also correct. However, I am still disappointed today when I see a document where
claim 1 reaches 2 pages on an A4 paper.

What I am particularly trying to tell you here is that the first exercise of rights is to
create things by taking advantage of your inventions, and to make things that are protected by
your inventions.

(Translated by TIIP)



