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In January 2025, the second Trump administration, which advocates a “America First”
policy, came to power, and the global political and economic framework is about to change
dynamically. In particular, amid the ongoing globalization of the United States, it is said that the
U.S. manufacturing industry has lost its competitiveness against Japanese and Chinese companies
due to factors such as rising labor costs, and that the trade deficit has ballooned to a record high of
approximately 1.21 trillion dollars in 2024, and that the status of the middle class is declining. As
a result, the second Trump administration has been forced to place importance on policies that
emphasize the protection of this middle class, and there is a growing sense of protectionism in the
face of the conflict with China over hegemony and the protection of domestic industry.

In this political and economic climate in the United States, if we look back at the
development of US intellectual property policy from the formulation of the Carter administration”
s presidential directive for strengthening industrial competitiveness in the late 1970s, through the
Reagan administration’ s compilation of the Young Report in 1985, to the present day, we can see
that US intellectual property policy has wavered between pro-patent and anti-patent policies in
line with the changing times, but the second Trump administration has begun to steer in a more
advanced direction that places greater emphasis on protecting the rights of patent holders than the
first Trump administration. Specifically, the position of patent holders is being significantly
strengthened through measures such as strengthening the right to claim an injunction, reducing
the burden on patent holders to defend themselves in patent trials, and clarifying patent eligibility,
while it is also expected that the policy shift towards deregulation in the Al field will make it
easier for Al development companies to develop and obtain patents using a wider range of data.

At Towa International Patent Firm, we will continue to keep a close eye on these
trends in US intellectual property policy, and we will do our utmost to support your strategies for
obtaining and enforcing rights, based on the “15 Guiding Principles of Patents for Enterprises”
listed at the beginning of this issue.



