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The European patent landscape has been daunting since the start of the EPC, but since
the start of the UPC in June 2023 things have gotten even more complex. In this article, I will
provide statistics which describe the usage of Europe’s complex patent system by Japanese
companies.

An above-average part of EPO-granted patents is granted to Japanese applicants :
Japanese applicants represent 10.8% of all EPO filings in 2023, but 13.5% of all EPO grants ;
only 1.0% of those patents is opposed (5.8% of all oppositions). For comparison : EPC nationals
provide for about 44 % of all EPO patents, of which 3.7% are opposed, and US applicants provide
for about 24% of all EPO patents, of which 1.9% is opposed.

Japanese parties are also rather active in exploiting their patent positions. Although
only 4 % of requests for unitary effect stem from Japanese parties, as compared to 63.4% for EPC
nationals and 14.8% for US, the proportion of Japanese parties initiating infringement proceedings
at the UPC is 11.8 %. At the same time, Japanese parties are responsible for only 5.1% of all filed
oppositions (EPC nationals 69%, US 21%), and only 1 of the 53 present revocation actions can be
traced to a Japanese party.
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