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In China’s legal system, new plant varieties are protected under a distinct framework
known as plant variety rights (PVR), which is established by regulations such as the Regulations
on the Protection of New Plant Varieties, operating independently of the patent system. PVR in
China are categorized into agricultural and forestry varieties, with applications accepted,
examined, and granted by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs and the National Forestry
and Grassland Administration, respectively. Key requirements for granting PVR include : in the
national lists of protected plant varieties, shall possess novelty, distinctness, uniformity, and
stability, and shall have a proper denomination.

China currently adheres to the 1978 UPOV Act, but has progressively aligned with
certain provisions of the 1991 Act. Foreign applicants may appoint local agencies to handle
applications and related procedures, while China’s participation in the UPOV PRISMA platform
allows other member states to submit applications online for specific genera or species.

According to WIPO’s World Intellectual Property Indicators 2024, global authorities
received 29,070 PVR applications in 2023, reflecting a steady upward trend, with China
accounting for 16,184 (55.7%). By 2024, cumulative agricultural PVR applications in China
totaled 83,300, with over 34,000 granted ; while forestry applications reached 11,874, with 5,296
granted, by October 2024. On the judicial front, the Supreme People’s Court Intellectual Property
Court, established in 2019, handled 440 second-instance civil cases related to PVR disputes by
2023. Over 80% of these cases favored rights holders, with the damages showing an upward trend
year by year, including cases with compensation exceeding tens of millions of RMB. Such
growing volume of PVR applications and enforcement actions underscore China’s rapid
agricultural and forestry development, growing PVR awareness, and an evolving legal
framework.

As one of China’s earliest intellectual property agencies, CPA boasts extensive
experience in IP applications and enforcement. With authorization to represent both agricultural
and forestry plant variety applications, CPA is well-positioned to provide high-quality
professional services in the field of PVR.



