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Accelerated Patent Re-examination System in Taiwan

Lee and Li, Attorneys at Law
Patent attorney
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In Taiwan, patent examination has two stages: preliminary examination and
reexamination. In the reexamination stage, the patent application is re-examined by a different
examiner from the preliminary stage. In September 2024, the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office
(TIPO) implemented the “Accelerated Examination for Patent Re-examination“ (AEPRe) to speed
up the reexamination process.

Only applications containing claims not rejected in the preliminary examination
rejection decision may apply for AEPRe. To request AEPRe, the following procedures are
required.

(1) Request a reexamination, amend the claims, and file an AEPRe within the period between
receipt of the notice of reexamination initiation and the issue of the first office action of
rejection reasons for reexamination.

(2) The amendment of claims is to delete claims that were rejected in the preliminary
examination or to change dependent claims that were not rejected to independent claims.
In the amendment, it is allowed to adjust the order and dependent relationship of the
claims and to add new dependent claims.

For AEPRe applications that meet the requirements, the TIPO proceed with
accelerated examination without notice to the applicant. The TIPO will then issue an office action
of rejection reasons or a decision of patent grant within six months from the date of the AEPRe
application. Applications that do not meet the requirements are issued a notice from the TIPO and
are allowed to reapply for an AEPRe within the deadline.

Applications for AEPRe will be examined by the TIPO for novelty and inventive steps
based on the results of a search of prior technical references for the amended claims. Therefore,
the application is not necessarily immediately granted a patent. No administrative fee is required
for such an application.

In some cases that we handled, patents have been granted by reexamination within one
month of filing an AEPRe application. If your application meets the above requirements, we
recommend that you consider filing an AEPRe application. (Translated by TIIP)



