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India’s intellectual property (IP) landscape has undergone significant changes in
recent years, with both legislative updates and judicial precedents shaping the country’s approach
to IP protection. The Indian government has taken substantial strides to enhance the robustness of
its IP system, creating a more favourable environment for innovation and creativity.

One of the most notable developments is the introduction of the National IPR Policy
in 2016. The policy aims to strengthen IP enforcement, improve IP awareness, and encourage the
growth of IP-intensive industries. Further, amendments to the Patents Act in 2021 simplified pat-
enting processes, making them more efficient and transparent, particularly in fields like pharma-
ceuticals and biotechnology.

In addition, the Indian Patent Office has actively embraced digitization, reducing
backlogs and expediting patent and trademark examination processes. Initiatives like the ‘e-filing’
of applications have also streamlined procedures, bringing India closer to international standards
in IP management.

Judicial precedents have also played a pivotal role in shaping the evolution of India’s
IP laws. In 2020, the Delhi High Court made a landmark ruling in the case of Novartis AG v.
Union of India, reaffirming India’s commitment to access to affordable medicines. The court
upheld the public policy principle that patents must not restrict access to essential drugs, espe-
cially in the context of public health.Another significant decision came in 2022, when the
Supreme Court in M/s. Google India Private Limited v. Oracle Corporation discussed the enforce-
ability of software licenses in India, underscoring the need for clear contractual agreements in the
digital age. This ruling is expected to influence future cases involving digital IP rights.

India’s evolving IP system reflects a growing recognition of the need to balance the
interests of innovation, public health, and economic development. Legislative changes, coupled
with important judicial precedents, have enhanced the protection of intellectual property while
ensuring that these protections do not stifle access to essential goods and services. As India con-
tinues to advance its IP landscape, these developments signal a commitment to both global best
practices and the needs of its citizens.
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