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Brazil commences the GPPH
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On December 10, 2024, the Brazilian Patent and Trademark Office (BRPTO)
promulgated Ordinance No. 48, published in the Official Bulletin No. 2,814, initiating Phase V of
the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH), which implements the Global PPH (GPPH) starting
January 1, 2025.

Brazil's accession to the GPPH on June 6, 2024, was one of the goals set in the
BRPTO’s 2023-2025 Action Plan under the National Intellectual Property Strategy (ENPI) as well
as its Strategic Plan for 2023-2026.

The GPPH is an international cooperative framework where patent offices share
information to reduce examination times and streamline the patent prosecution process.
Complementing Ordinance No. 48, the BRPTO published Ordinance No. 26 on the Official
Bulletin No. 2816, of December 24, 2024, detailing specific rules for Phase V implementation.
Key updates include :

1. Expanded Participation Quotas: The maximum number of PPH applications per IPC
section is now capped at 1,000, with the annual participation quota raised to 3,200 applications.

2. IPC HO04 : PPH applications for requests with the main IPC H04 (telecommunications) will
not be accepted in the first quarter of 2025. The INPI will review this decision for each quarter.

3. Quarterly Filing Limit : A cap of 800 PPH applications (including amendments submitted
with PPH applications) per quarter is introduced. Applications exceeding this limit will be
dismissed but may be resubmitted in the next quarter.

4. Broader Acceptance : PPH examination results from non-member patent offices are now
accepted, and all GPPH member offices are recognized as partner offices.

5. Enhanced PCT Integration : Subject matter examined under the PCT is now eligible for
patentability, and previous limits on PCT-based PPH applications and weekly application quotas
per applicant have both been revoked.

With these changes, the limit of PPH applications may be reached earlier than in
previous years. Therefore, early application is encouraged.

Ordinances No. 26 and 48 took effect on January 1, 2025, enabling both domestic and
foreign applicants to obtain patents faster, fostering technological innovation.



