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Activities to promote and raise awareness of
the intellectual property system

Towa International Patent Office
Certified Specialist of Intellectual Property Management

Nanae Sato

On November 22, 2024, our firm, Towa International Patent Firm welcomed 15 third-
year students from Salesio Gakuin Junior High School in Yokohama-city, Kanagawa, as part of
their off-campus study program aimed at raising awareness and understanding of intellectual
property systems among students who will be major players in the next generation.

On the day of the visit, the students participated in various activities with the
cooperation and support of the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the governmental body responsible for
patents, designs, trademarks, and other forms of intellectual property. They received clear and
engaging explanations from active JPO examiners about the roles and duties of examiners and
trial judges. The students also gained hands-on experience through practical exercises such as
conducting prior art searches using the J-PlatPat system, analyzing examination cases involving
patents, designs, and trademarks, and participating in a simulated court session in an actual trial
room. Following this, our patent attorneys and certified intellectual property management
specialists provided insights into the specific roles and responsibilities of patent firms in
representing clients and managing intellectual property rights.

The students approached the off-campus study program with remarkable enthusiasm
and seriousness. They posed a wide range of thoughtful questions regarding the skills required to
become an examiner or patent attorney, the motivations for choosing a career in intellectual
property, work schedules, job satisfaction, the time required for examining a single case, and
memorable experiences in the field. Their curiosity and genuine interest in intellectual property
left us with a strong sense of optimism and anticipation for the future.

Intellectual property, which serves as a driving force for tomorrow’s society, is a
product of intellectual resources. If, in the near future, some of the brilliant students from Salesio
Gakuin Junior High School were to pursue careers as examiners or patent attorneys, it would be a
great honor and a source of immense pride for us.




