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With the globalization of the economy, obtaining intellectual property rights—such as
patents, design rights, and trademarks—in foreign markets has become indispensable not only for
large corporations but also for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Securing these rights
is essential for expanding into foreign markets, preventing the imitation of proprietary
technologies, showcasing technical capabilities, and maintaining or enhancing brand value.

In response to this environment, the Japan Patent Office (JPO), in collaboration with
the Small and Medium Enterprise Agency and various prefectural SME support centers, has been
actively promoting various support programs to assist with the high costs of foreign filings for
venture companies, SMEs, startups, and universities. Notable programs include the “SME
Overseas Expansion Support Project,” “Foreign Patent Filing Assistance Program,” and
“Manufacturing, Commerce, and Service Productivity Improvement Promotion Project.”

These support programs cover a wide range of costs related to foreign intellectual
property filings. Specifically, they subsidize official fees paid to foreign patent offices for filing,
examination requests, and office action responses, as well as local agent fees, domestic agent fees,
and translation costs.

Additionally, several requests have been received for further enhancements to the
current programs. These requests include simplifying the application procedures for subsidies,
providing financial assistance for post-grant maintenance fees, and offering business tax
reductions for SMEs.

Our firm, Towa International Patent Firm, is committed to supporting the overseas
business activities of as many SMEs as possible. We will continue to work closely with local
firms that are well-versed in the intellectual property systems of their countries to ensure that our
clients can make the most of foreign filing subsidy programs. We remain dedicated to providing
comprehensive support and look forward to serving you.



